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An Investigation of Factors Predicting Degree Completion of Master’s Degree
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Abstract

This research aimed to apply a survival analysis to analyze factors predicting degree
completion of master’s degree students of the school of education studies at Sukhothai Thammathirat
Open University.

Sample used in this study included 206 graduates and master’s degree students entering a
program of the school of educational studies during 2004-2008, which was selected using a stratified
sampling. Prediction factors being studied in this study included student personal factors, emotional
and behavioral factors characterizing how students adjusted themselves to distance education
environments, learning commitment factor, instructional quality factor, attitudes toward university,
university service factor, thesis advisor characteristics, and research skill factors necessary to complete
thesis. Research instruments were questionnaires intended to measure personal and hypothesized
prediction factors. Factor analysis and survival analysis were employed to analyze data.

It was found that the instructional quality, and the factor relating to behavioral adjustment to
distance education, attitudes toward university, and university services predicted the degree completion
statistically and significantly at 0=.05. Specifically, the instructional quality negatively predicted the
degree completion while emotional and behavioral adjustment, attitude, and university services had
positive effects.
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